SIR JOHN REKKSBY.
he received my letter, and that they had resolved, as most of the twenty-four and commons had done, to choose two of the bench for their members, viz. Mr. Prickett, their deputy-recorder, and Sir Stephen Thompson. The mayor, as he had ever been my adversary, had clone this purposely to prevent my admission. I had encouragement, however, from other citizens that I might succeed. The truth was, I was at some loss how to act in this matter. I was not very desirous to be of this Parliament, for several reasons. I was more infirm and less able to travel, and to attend the duty it required. I believed the King would expect that from me there which my conscience woidd not permit, and as I was resolved not to violate the one, so I was unwilling to offend so good a master on the other side.
September 0. I went to Windsor and acquainted the King with.my letters and their answers, desiring three things of him. One was, if, since the contest was like to be both chargeable and clidicult, and the success doubtful, it were ycfc IUH pleasure I should stand, to which he said positively I should. Secondly, that in case I miscarried, the opposition being so atrong against me, he would not impute it to my fault, which he promised me he would not. Thirdly, that he would assist me in all he could not to be balllad in the contest, by such means as I should propose, with which ho complied, and gave orders to the lords for thu purging of corporations (as my lord Marquis of PowLs and Mr. Brent told me), that whatever change or alteration I desired in that city, it should be complied with, and that they should put in or out amongst the magistrates iia I pleased, which the King, it seems, had reserved power to do by the last charters. I was very careful to act in this matter, considering if I put out none, it would show I had no power, and they would despise me; if too many, it might exasperate and make the city jealous that I was too deep in the Court
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